BELISARIUS                                                   ACT n

Who am a woman.    Break this match at once,

And Joannina in a month or so

Will be as gay as ever, grateful too,

Her head full of the bridegroom I shall find.

ANASTASIUS. Speak, Joannina, speak!

JOANNINA,                                             What use in speaking?

The lie should be its own worst enemy.

ANTONINA, Be guided by me; though she may protest
Her life is ruined, she will never wed,
And this, and that, and tears and cries; I know
It is as temporary as a child's
Small violent tempers.    Should I not know girls ?

BELISARIUS. I think that you should know your daughter's
heart.

ANTONINA. Then let's be done with the matter.
JOANNINA.                                                           Father!

BELISARIUS.                                                                No!

Unhappily I think this for the best.    My lad,
You are a soldier : bear your fate as such;
Go now, and leave us.

ANASTASIUS,                             Belisarius!

BBLISARIUS. I will befriend you if I ever may------
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